Traditional beekeeping - Logs, or
hives woven from bamboo, palms or
forest climbers, are hung in branches
of trees. The beekeeper climbs up to
harvest honey. A source of income
with no financial input, that can be
sustainable. However, without access
to modern bee suits to avoid being
stung, grass torches are used to
destroy colonies during harvest.
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Use of modern Top Bar or
Langstroth hives - Requires
investment in terms  of
materials, but results in better
quality honey. Few keepers
have modern presses, so
honeycombs are processed
by hand, at home, usually by
the housewife. Traditionally,
honeycombs are broken up
into small pieces, and heated
over a fire so that the honey
melts out of the combs. This
is then passed through a cloth
bag to sieve out bee parts,
larvae etc.
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Keeps honey for own
consumption or
shares with
neighbours. Wax
comb used for
candles, or mixed
with maize flour to
make ice cream
cones

Honey hunter or Beekeeper collects

honey

Sells honey at
nearest town
market,
alongside
other locally
produced
Ugandan
honey

Trader buys
from producer
and carries to

Travels on
foot/by road to
Kampala city, to
sell at central
market,
alongside honey
from Sudan,
Democratic
Republic of
Congo etc.

Kampala or Dealer in
Some buyers Nairobi Kampala —
may come from waits for
neighbouring trader to
countries bring honey
(Rwanda, to his/her
Kenya) premises
Some honey sold to
clinics for medicinal
applications (e.g.
treatment of sore
throats; HIV/AIDS Purchases
sufferers take honey refines,
to treat opportunistic packs and
pathogens) sells to
retailers

Sells
honey
locally,
in own
village

The entry of Uganda’s
honey into the EU was
launched in 2005, following
the acquisition of the
licence permitting
importation




Constraints to development of beekeeping

x Lack of training and information
KLDFN RI HTXLSPHQW PRGHUQ KLYHWF SURWHFW _YH FORWKLQJ
X Need to improve quality of honey for market

& Need to improve storage and marketing of bee products

K Lack of policy and legislation
X Limited market access — mobilisation of beekeepers
K Need for provision of favourable credit facilities to beekeepers
,&Shortage of beestock

x Absence of queen bee raising and bee-packaging projects

X Need to prohibit indiscriminate bush burning and tree felling

K Lack of research into beekeeping in Africa



